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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ABIDJA 06450 28I047Z 
ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-OI AF-IO EUR-I2 ISO-00 CCO-00 CIAE-00 OTPE-00 
FCC-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 OC-06 USIA-I5 COME-00 
BIB-01 TRSE-00 AID-05 OMB-01 L-03 SS-15 /085 W 

109062 281057Z/13-12 

R 280924Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4180 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS ABIDJAN 6450 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIN, ETEL 

SUBJECT: ENTENTE EUND, BOAD, AND CEAO SIGN 
AGREEMENT TO EINANCE A REGIONAL 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS STUDY 

1. ON JUNE 24, 1977 MM. DAMIBA PIERRE-CLAVER, PRESIDENT 
OF THE WEST AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK(BOAD -A 
FRANCOPHONE INSTITUTION LOCATED IN LOME), PAUL KAY A, 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY OF THE ENTENTE GUARANTY 
FUND, AND MOUSSA N'GOM, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE 
WEST AFRICAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (CEAO) SIGNED AN 
AGREEMENT AT THE ENTENTE FUND'S HEADQUARTERS IN 
ABIDJAN TO EINANCE JOINTLY A REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
STUDY. 

2. THE STUDY WILL BE UNDERTAKEN BY A ERENCH FIRM, 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ABIDJA 06450 281047Z 

SOERECOM, TO EXAMINE THE FEASIBILITY OF A HIGH-QUALITY 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORK AMONG THE MEMBER STATES 
OF THE THREE ORGANIZATION. ESTIMATED COST OF THE STUDY IS 30 
MILLION CFA(APPROXIMATELY 121,000 DOLLARS AT THE 
CURRENT EXCHANGE RATE). FIFTY PERCENT OF THE COST 
WILL BE BORNE BY BOAD, WITH THE ENTENT FUND AND CEAO 
EACH CONTRIBUTING 25 PERCENT. 
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3. COMMENT: ENTENTE FUND OFEICIALS CONFIRMED THIS 
IS THE EIRST COOPERATIVE EEEORT AMONG THE THREE 
INSTITUTIONS, BUT SAID IT IS A HARBINGER OF THINGS TO 
COME. NO SPECIEIC EUTURE PROJECTS, HOWEVER, WERE 
MENTIONED . END COMMENT. STEARNS 


UNCLASSIEIED 


NNN 
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